
What a fun January! The children seemed happy to be back from winter break and I know I was
really happy to see them!  It is amazing to me how much they have grown since the start of the
school year. Their confidence and independence seem to have increased tenfold.  I love seeing
them show you where things need to go, putting on their coats on their own and proudly carrying
their backpacks.  It also makes my heart so happy to hear stories from their teachers about all the
progress they are seeing in their classrooms. Be confident to know that your child is growing as an
individual and learning many lifelong skills such as honesty, respect, focus, problem solving,
teamwork and kindness at school.  We are excited to continue to partner with you on your child's
journey towards higher cognitive, social, emotional and language development!

This month's Parent Information board is focused on how preschool is helping to set the
foundation for math. In the class, we work on the following types of skills: Counting orally, naming
numerals, spatial location, sorting, seriation, matching numerals to quantities, identifying shapes,
counting 1 to 1, subitizing and creating and finishing patterns. Are seriation and subitize new terms
to you? Seriation is ordering objects by size, location or position. The ability to subitize is just being
able to instantly recognize an amount of objects (up to 5), without counting them. A great example
would be recognizing the numbers on a dice without counting the dots. If you would like to know
more, take a moment to check out the information board which is located right before you enter
the preschool wing. Are you a parent that doesn't drop off and pick up? Join us on Facebook and
keep an eye out for a post coming soon about "Setting the Math Foundation".

Did you know that at Hope Ridge Preschool your child is also engaging in Heggerty Phonological
Awareness lessons?  Phonological awareness allows children to recognize and work with sounds of
language.  These activities are sometimes called ear exercises because the focus is on hearing the
parts or sounds in words.  In the beginning weeks of instruction, your child was engaged in lessons
for "Setting the Stage" to help them learn about listening for sounds.  During this time, they started
to develop an understanding of the language play activities they will be participating in.  Your child
will then continue on to work with words, syllables, and sounds they hear in words. 

Why is Phonological Awareness Important?  Phonological awareness is a strong predictor of
reading success.  It is especially important at the earliest stages of reading development and is the
foundation for reading.  Phonological awareness is simple to support at home - all you need is
language! Help your child understand that the words they hear in speech are made up of parts and
sounds. During the remainder of the school year, we will share in upcoming newsletters or flyers,
ideas of games or "ear exercises" that you can play with your child.

Best Wishes,
Stacey Hartman, Preschool Director                                                

Looking Ahead:

THE SUNNY SPROUT
UPDATE

F o r  t h e  l i t t l e  l e a r n e r s  a n d  t h e i r  c a r e g i v e r s  a t  H o p e  R i d g e  P r e s c h o o l

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 4
 

ALL THINGS GROW WITH LOVE

2/19:

(Continued on the back)

3/25 - 4/1:

2/3:

2/13 & 2/14:

2/23:
No School/Staff Work Day (President's Day)

Spring Break

Open Registration 9-11 AM (Please invite your friends.)

Valentine's Day Parties

Fun Friday - Once Upon A Time
2/26: Fun Friday Registration starts - Ridge Olympics

2/6: Fun Friday Registration Begins - Once Upon a Time



H o p e  R i d g e  P r e s c h o o l ,  I n c .
" W h e r e  C h i l d r e n  L o v e  t o  L e a r n  a n d  L e a r n  w i t h  L o v e . "

9 8 7 0  J o h n n y c a k e  R i d g e  R d .
M e n t o r ,  O H  4 4 0 6 0

P h o n e :  ( 4 4 0 )  6 3 9 - 8 8 1 7

P . O . P . S .  N E W S
W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  t o  a d d  a

f e w  i t e m s  t o  t h e
p r e s c h o o l ’ s  i n d o o r  g r o s s

m o t o r  p l a y  c o l l e c t i o n .  

D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  g e n t l y
u s e d  R a d i o  F l y e r  S c o o t e r s
( w i d e  b a s e ) ,  a  L i t t l e  T i k e s
b a s k e t b a l l  h o o p ,  a n d / o r

r u b b e r  w h e e l e d  t r i c y c l e s
t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  b e  w i l l i n g
t o  d o n a t e .  W e  w i l l  a l s o  b e
c o l l e c t i n g  a n y  a m o u n t  o f
m o n e t a r y  d o n a t i o n s  t o  g o
t o w a r d  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e s e

i t e m s .  

D o n a t i o n s  c a n  b e  p l a c e d  i n
a  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e  w i t h

y o u r  n a m e  a n d  a  n o t e  t h a t
i t  i s  g o i n g  t o w a r d s  g r o s s

m o t o r  t o y s  c a n  b e  d r o p p e d
o f f  t o  M r s .  H a r t m a n  o r  M r s .
W o l o w i e c k i  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  a t
t h e  f r o n t  d o o r ,  o r  p l a c e d  i n

t h e  t u i t i o n  b o x .  

U P C O M I N G  
P L A Y  D O U G H

M A K I N G  D A T E S :  

F e b r u a r y  1 ,  F e b r u a r y  2 9 ,
A p r i l  1 4

W e  w i l l  m e e t  i n  t h e  H o p e
R i d g e  K i t c h e n  a t  

9  a m .  I t ’ s  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o
m e e t  o t h e r  p a r e n t s  a n d

h e l p  t h e  p r e s c h o o l .   L i t t l e
s i b l i n g s  a r e  a l w a y s

w e l c o m e !  

H o p e  R i d g e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  H a p p e n i n g s
C h i l i  a n d  B e a t s  o n  t h e  R i d g e ,  S a t  F e b  1 0 ,  6 - 8 P M  i n  t h e  B i g  R o o m  C o m e  e n j o y  a  b o w l  o f  c h i l i  a n d
d e s s e r t  w h i l e  b e i n g  e n t e r t a i n e d  b y  " B e a t s  W o r k i n g , "  f e a t u r i n g  H o p e  R i d g e  m e m b e r s ,  p l a y i n g  a  b l e n d
o f  f o l k ,  c o u n t r y  a n d  c l a s s i c  r o c k .  F r e e  w i l l  o f f e r i n g  a c c e p t e d .  O p e n  t o  a l l .  N o  r e s e r v a t i o n s  n e e d e d .
 

P a n c a k e  D i n n e r  f o r  S h r o v e  T u e s d a y ,  F e b  1 3 ,  5 : 3 0 - 7 P M  C o m e  f o r  t h i s  M a r d i - G r a s  t h e m e d  f a m i l y  e v e n t
w i t h  m u s i c ,  y u m m y  p a n c a k e s  a n d  s a u s a g e .  F r e e  w i l l  o f f e r i n g  a c c e p t e d .  O p e n  t o  a l l .  N o  r e s e r v a t i o n s
n e e d e d .
 

I m p o s i t i o n  o f  A s h e s - -  W e d n e s d a y ,  F e b  1 4 ,  8 - 9 A M  a n d  N O O N - 1 2 : 3 0 P M  P a s t o r  J i m  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  a t
t h e  P r e s c h o o l  e n t r a n c e  ( L o b b y )  f o r  t h o s e  w i s h i n g  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  L e n t  b y  r e c e i v i n g
a s h e s  o n  t h e i r  f o r e h e a d  o r  h a n d .  A s h  W e d n e s d a y  S e r v i c e ,  F e b  1 4 ,  7 P M  i n  t h e  C h a p e l  B e g i n n i n g  t h e  4 0
d a y s  l e a d i n g  t o  E a s t e r ,  A s h  W e d n e s d a y  i s  a  t i m e  o f  r e p e n t a n c e  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n  o n  o u r  m o r t a l i t y  a n d
o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t  J e s u s .  A s h e s  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  a t  t h i s  s e r v i c e .
 

R e d  C r o s s  B l o o d  D r i v e ,  F r i d a y ,  F e b  2 3 ,  1 1 A M - 5 P M  i n  t h e  B i g  R o o m  S c h e d u l e  y o u r  a p p o i n t m e n t  a t
r e d c r o s s b l o o d . o r g ,  s p o n s o r  c o d e  i s  " h o p e r i d g e " .  S p e c i a l  t h i s  m o n t h :  F o o d  w i l l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  b l o o d       

d o n o r s  b y  R i d g e w o o d  K i t c h e n  a n d  S p i r i t s !  G i v e  i n  F e b  f o r  a  $ 1 0  A m a z o n  G i f t  C a r d  b y  e m a i l !  


