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The Tipping Point! 

 

When we began to dream about the future 

of Hope Ridge, we discovered that many 

of the dreams were about the church 

facility and what it would be like, but just 

as important were the dreams about 

activities, worship, fellowship, education, 

community service, missions and 

outreach.  It takes the melding of these 

two sets of dreams and their realization to 

make the church complete and alive.  We 

are on our way to realizing our dreams.  

But to be truly fulfilled, our dreams must 

be lived out as individuals within the life 

of our church.   

 

We are not there yet, but we are at a 

ñTipping Pointò in the life of the church.  

A tipping point is that critical point in the 

implementation of a plan, life process or 

an idea where the momentum for success 

becomes great enough that attainment of 

the goal is all but assured.  For the 

astronauts on the space shuttle, the tipping 

point can be thought of as the ñescape 

velocityò!  This is the space craft velocity 

at which gravity is over come and an orbit 

achieved!  Our Building Program is at just such a point and the success of the 

Dare to Live the Dream Capital Funds Campaign will allow us to continue 

toward our program goals over the next three years!  We will be beyond our 

ñTipping Point.ò 

 

Beginning Mar ch 30, you will be learning about the Dare to Live the Dream 

Capital Funds Campaign during the Sunday services.  Our intent is to both 

ñinform and inspireò our Hope Ridge Family and Friends about the financial 

needs, vibrant life and boundless future of Hope Ridge.  The information 

offered will answer many of your questions about the campaign. However, if 

you would like an opportunity for additional discussion there will be four  
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home meetings held at 7:00 pm Monday through Thursday during the week 

of April 6.  In addition, there will be a meeting at church after the service on 

April 13.  If you would like to attend one of the home meetings, please sign 

up for the meeting of your choice by April 6 on the bulletin board by the 

welcome desk.    

  

   

 
Preschool News Alice Griffith, Director  

 

The month of March ended in the preschool with a much needed Spring 

Break.  Time to recharge our batteries for the rest of the school year! 

 

April will be a very eventful month. The annual Little Princess Tea Party, 

hosted by Kathy Root and Cyndi Sergent, will take place as well as Daphne 

Ginsburg and Michelle Kaylorôs Soccer Camp.  These Fun Friday 

enrichment classes are always hugely popular with our preschoolers. 

 

The POPS (Parents of Preschoolers) group had a successful Malleyôs Easter 

Candy Sale and were able to donate over $l000 towards playground 

improvement. They are now busy compiling a Hope Ridge Preschool 

Cookbook, with class, family and staff recipe submissions. Cookbooks will 

go on sale in April and will be available for Mothersô Day gift giving. 

Another activity this month sponsored by this very enthusiastic group will be 

Bagels and Books held on Tuesday, April 15
th 

in the education wing. The 

eveningôs activities, 6-7:30 PM, will include story telling, crafts and a clown 

show. The purpose of the event is to promote literacy in young children. 

There is no charge to attend and all Hope Ridge members, family and friends 

are welcome to attend.  

 

The month will be rounded out by a visit by MK Photography taking mother 

and child photos in honor of Mothersô Day. 

 

Openings are available in all classes for the 2008/2009 school year. Please 

call the preschool office or visit Lynda in the church office for further 

information. 
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Staff/Parish News 
 
Lynda Mergen, who has served as our Church Secretary for the past 17 years, 

has expressed a desire to retire on or around the end of May.  In order to 

accommodate Lyndaôs wishes in timely fashion, the Staff-Parish Relations 

Committee (SPRC) is prepared to receive resumes from persons interested in 

serving as Church Secretary.  This is a paid part-time Staff position at Hope 

Ridge UMC.  Resumes, Cover Letters and/or requests for copies of the basic 

job description may be directed in writing to the SPRC at the HRUMC 

address.  Electronic (email) correspondence and telephone inquiries may be 

directed to SPRC/Rich Constantine at richcon1124@roadrunner.com and 

(440)354-4877, respectively. 

 

   

 

 

Endowment 

News 
 

Please remember gifts to the Endowment Fund 

and to the Perry Metcalf Memorial Endowment 

Fund as part of your regular church giving in 

2008. 

Note ñEndowmentò or ñPMMEFò on your 

giving envelope or check. The Endowment Committee wishes you a 

Happy New Year! 

 

   

 

Circle News 
 
The Morning Circle will meet on Wednesday, April 2, 10 a.m., at the home 

of Sally Cardaman, 10253 Hoose Rd. The chiropractic demonstration that 

was postponed from last month will be presented. All women of the church 

are invited to share in the fun and fellowship. 

 

The Serendipity Circle meets the 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Wednesdays of the month at 1 pm. 

The next meetings & topics will be April 9, Chapter 3, ñLotôs Wifeò and 

April 23, Chapter 4, ñThe Woman at the Wellò. We have a brown-bag lunch 

at 12:15 pm in the café.
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Special Women Sunday 
 

Honor a Special Woman in your life. We will be collecting your list of names 

and donations of $2 per carnation on April 27
th
 and May 4

th
 after church in 

the narthex. The Special Women flowers will be displayed in the church on 

Motherôs Day, May 11
th
. Forbes House receives a donation from the 

proceeds. The flowers will be donated to a nursing home. 
 

   

 

 Pastor Lenore Robinson 

 

Sunday School ï We have started a new series in youth Sunday school 

called Veracity and begun the Spring curriculum of Exploring Faith for 

children.  Adult Sunday school has learned about John Wesley and the 

crusades and is completing the Ray VanderLaan series. Watch for new adult 

classes coming soon. 

 

GOING H .O.G. WILD!  ï Calling all children (preschool-sixth grade). Join 

the H.O.G.pound (Hooked on God) every Sunday from 9-945. We learn 

about God and have lots of fun activities. Join us for a HOGGIN great time!  

 

Confirmatio n ïWe will complete confirmation classes on April 20
th
.  

Included in our journey are experiences of a community Seder meal at the 

Fairmount Temple, serving at Hope Chest, and attending worship at St. 

Gabriel Church. Thanks again to all who are mentors. Please keep our youth 

and mentors in prayer as we continue our journey together.  Confirmation 

Sunday is May 18
th
! 

 

Lay Speaker Ministries Training ï Has God been asking you to say Yes!? 

Take the next step on your faith journey and join others in the District on 

April 5
th
&12

th
. The hosting churches are Conneaut First and Conneaut East. 

Contact Pastor Lenore to register. 

  

Emmaus Walks ï If you have been searching for some time to be with the 

Lord and feeling a tug on your heart to get closer to him, be in prayer and 

consider attending an Emmaus weekend. The retreats are at Camp Asbury for 

Men April 17-20 and Women April 24-27.  Contact Pastor Lenore if God is 

calling you to this weekend of faith. 

 

 


